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Minutes of the November 18, 2020 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Education and Examination Committee 

 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 

 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 

and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Education and Examination 

Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 

teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act that permits 

members of public bodies to hold and attend meetings by means of electronic technology.  The 

provision was enacted by the Ohio General Assembly through Substitute House Bill 197 in March 

2020. 

 

1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Rettig 

 

Calling of the Roll 

 

Chairperson Jon W. Rettig, Sr. called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.  Executive Director of the 

Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 

in attendance of the meeting: 

 

Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr. 

 

Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 

meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Cathy Elkins of Funeral 

Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio; Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth Williams of Cincinnati 

College of Mortuary Science; and Melissa Sullivan and Diana Carpenter of Ohio Funeral Directors 

Association.  

 

Also, in attendance were Board Member William C. Wappner, Board Counselor Christie Limbert, 

and Continuing Education Coordinator Kim Bourk. 

 

Christie Limbert introduced Garrett Anderson, a new colleague from the Office of Ohio Attorney 

General Dave Yost.  Ms. Limbert stated that Mr. Anderson recently joined her office and – in 

keeping with tradition – she invited him to attend the Board’s meeting as an educational 

experience. 

 

Jon Rettig advised Mr. Anderson that he would be wise to choose Ms. Limbert as a mentor, for 

she is a terrific attorney and wonderful person to work with. 
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Mr. Rettig welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Rettig requested that Kim Bourk, the Board’s Continuing Education Coordinator, to begin review of the 
meeting materials.  Kim Bourk thanked Mr. Rettig and stated that before the committee today were eighteen 
applications for continuing education programs from nine providers.  She added that there did not appear to be 
any concerns with the applications. 
 
Ms. Bourk reminded all that the 2019-2020 compliance period will end on December 31, 2020.  In addition to 
receiving applications for continuing education programs scheduled to be conducted through December 31st, she 
reported that at least thirty-three applications for courses have been submitted so far from twenty-two different 
continuing education program providers for the upcoming 2021-2022 compliance period. 
 
Ms. Bourk also reported that she has recently been working with committee and board office staff members to 
review and recommend revisions to the “Continuing Education Program Application Form” with the goal to make 
it more clear and user-friendly. 
 
Ms. Bourk asked the committee members if they had any questions about the list of continuing education 
program providers.  Mr. Rettig asked if the course “Stressed” for six credit hours from Balin and Associates was a 
program that has been approved in the past.  Ms. Bourk responded that it was, according to her research. 
 
Ms. Bourk read aloud the names of the individuals who applied for an exemption or waiver of the continuing 
education requirements. 
 
George Horne moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
applications for exemption or waiver of the continuing education requirements as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Edward Nurre.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
continuing education programs as presented.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for 
discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.  All committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Kim Bourk read aloud the name of the individual who applied for credit hours for attending and participating in a 
continuing education program out of the state of Ohio.  Mr. Rettig asked if there was any concern about this 
request.  Ms. Bourk stated that she had no concern about the validity of this person attending the program, only 
the applicant’s eligibility to request credit.  She informed that the request was submitted over one year after the 
program occurred.  She cited Chapter 4717-9-01(K) of the Ohio Administrative Code, in part, “An individual 
licensee seeking credit for attendance and participation in an educational activity out of the state of Ohio which is 
not approved prior to the date of activity shall submit on a form established by the board within thirty days after 
completion of such activity, request for credit, including a brief resume of the activity, its dates, subjects, 
instructors, and their qualifications and the number of credit hours requested therefore and all necessary printed 
matter.”   
 
Mr. Rettig asked Board Counselor Christie Limbert about the rule.  Ms. Limbert replied that the rule clearly states 
that a licensee may be denied credit for not complying with the requirements. 
 
Kim Bourk stated that she researched past requests for out-of-state continuing education credits and discovered 
that the Board has approved some requests outside the thirty days requirements.  She added that the number 
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was very low but wanted to apprise the committee of previous decisions.  Mr. Rettig thanked Ms. Bourk for her 
research and asked for reminder of when the educational program occurred.  Ms. Bourk responded that it 
occurred during the summer of 2019. 
 
Ms. Bourk added that this person was among other licensees from Ohio who also attended the same program.  In 
her research, only one person complied with the rule by submitting their request timely and received approval.  
Aside from the one before the committee today, the others have yet to request credit. 
 
Mr. Rettig opined that licensees have been given deserved leniency lately due to the pandemic.  He stated that 
this event, however, was pre-pandemic.  He asked his fellow committee members for their opinion on this matter. 
There was consensus among the committee members to uphold the rule and maintain consistency. 
 
Jon Rettig moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to deny the request for 
credit for attendance and participation in a continuing education program out of the state of Ohio as presented.  
The motion was seconded by Adriana Sfalcin.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no 
discussion.  All committee members voted “YES”.  The motion carried 4/0. 
 
Edward Nurre reminded Mr. Rettig that the committee needed to vote on the meeting minutes from October.  
Mr. Rettig thanked Mr. Nurre for the reminder. 
 
Mr. Rettig asked the committee members if they had opportunity to review the October 14, 2020 Education and 
Examination Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they had. 
 
Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
October 14, 2020 Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Mr. Rettig revisited Ms. Bourk ’s earlier comments about review of the Continuing Education Program Application 
Form.  He stated that in addition to that form, the committee was reviewing other documents established by the 
Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors such as the apprenticeship task lists and interview forms.  And the 
Master ’s Training Seminar materials, as well.  Mr. Rettig informed that the documents were to be reviewed for 
relevancy, consistency, and clarity, with the hope of a refresh where necessary soon.  In the coming weeks as they 
perform over-the-phone apprentice interviews, he asked committee members to evaluate questions included on 
the interview forms for potential revisions.  Mr. Rettig recommended referencing Chapter 4717-5 of the Ohio 
Administrative Code, if needed.    
 
Mr. Rettig asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 
 
Edward Nurre moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
November 18, 2020 meeting of the Education and Examination Committee adjourned at 9:54 a.m. 
 
 


